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ABSTRACT (1000 characters maximum) 

We examine the influence of political orientation on attitudes toward Artificial Intelligence in 

policy-making. Liberals (vs. conservatives) are not necessarily more or less favourable to AI: 

They assess the desirability of AI based on whether it could disrupt a political status quo that 

aligns—or conflicts—with their beliefs. Specifically, liberals show higher acceptance of AI in 

policy-making, and also find AI more impartial, when the policy in question is conservative- 

(vs liberal-) leaning. Symmetrically, conservatives show higher acceptance of AI, and find it 

more impartial, when the policy is liberal- (vs. conservative-) leaning. These findings seem 

specific to AI, and do not generalize to any other policy advising entities. We contribute to 

past research by explaining past inconsistent findings on political orientation and algorithm 

aversion based on motivated reasoning, and by providing further evidence for the 

“symmetrical partisan bias” hypothesis in political psychology. 
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